
Mission 

     In the spirit of our Peace Corps 
experience, Greater Birmingham 
RPCVs promotes a continuing com-
mitment to our community. 

Goals 

     To develop a social and com-
munity action network 
     To remind ourselves and edu-
cate others about why we served 
     To provide support for poten-
tial, current and recently returned 
Peace Corps volunteers 
     To promote public awareness 
and support for the Peace Corps 
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The Greater Birmingham Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (GBRPCV) celebrated  the 

50th Anniversary of Peace Corps at a party on April 14 at the Smolian International 

House on UABõs campus.  Senator Arthur Orr-Decatur, himself a former Peace Corps 

Volunteer in Nepal,  presented a Resolution from the Alabama State Senate recogniz-

ing the anniversary.   

 

Current Peace Corps Volunteers around the world also celebrated in their countries of 

service.  Karen Smaha attended the Peace Corps/USAID 50th  anniversary event at 

Mall of Asia in Manila.  Peace Corps Director, Aaron Williams also attended the event 

and then visited several sites in the days following.   

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carmen Britton, also in the Philippines, hosted his visit at the residential treatment 

facility for orphans with special needs and developmental disabilities where she 

works. She wrote òIt was such a surreal experience getting to share with headquarters 

the projects at my site and the goals that we have been working on - and to be to-

gether to celebrate 50 years of Peace Corps and USAID in the Philippines.ó 

                            

50 T H  A N N I V E R S A RY  O F  P E A C E  C O R P S  

Senator Arthur Orr -Decatur 

presents  a resolution from 

the Alabama State Senate         

recognizing the                      

50th  Anniversary                     

of the Peace Corps. 
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Britany Ferrell is serving in Ghana where the celebration was held at the US Am-

bassador's House.  Since Peace Corps started in Ghana, the anniversary  was a 

momentous occasion with lots of RPCVs from long ago back for a visit.   

 

GBRPCV member, Dan Frederick-Thailand ô64-65 went to Hawaii to celebrate 

with others who trained in Hilo in the 60s.  Over 400 attended.  The librarian of 

the Peace Corps Archives was overwhelmed with the interest, and the training 

site villages and Waipio Valley residents were very pleased with their presence. 

Many people in the community were touched by all the positive comments rpcvs 

made about Hilo and its people. This event, and the Peace Corps training in Hilo 

in the 60õs is a part of the history of the Big Islands. 

A monument  created by his Thailand group and two others who were in training 

in Hilo, Hawaii at the time of the death of John Kennedy was moved from the 

original PC training site (now a senior center) to the University of Hawaii at Hilo 

campus immediately prior to the 50th reunion held Nov 18-19, 2011.   
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R E C E N T  A C T I V I T I E S  

 

Friends and Family-  On Dec 6, GBRPCVs hosted Mike Robie, 

Atlanta Peace Corps recruiter,  for a panel discussion where loved 

ones of Peace Corps Volunteers are given the opportunity to share 

their perspectives and discuss any concerns they may have 

with  Peace Corps staff,  RPCVs, applicants, and those interested in 

applying to Peace Corps. 

Mexican Dinner at Iguana  Grill                                                                                                  

15 RPCVs plus spouses and friends gathered on Dec 8   to share 

stories with recently returned volunteers and celebrate the holidays.  

Linda Driscoll-Fiji  wrote to thank GBRPCVs for our support for the 

pathways project in Narikoso Village.   

Once the funding was secured and the rainy season ended in April, 

the villagers sprang into action, finishing the project in a mere month.  

All the village, men and women alike, came together every day to work 

on this project. While men collected rocks from the river and poured 

cement into the sidewalk templates, the women cooked food and 

assembled it in the community hall for lunch. 

 

The footpaths will improve the overall health, accessibility, and sanita-

tion of the village. This will be especially pronounced this January, as 

the rainy season begins. What was particularly gratifying to me was 

seeing how the project uplifted everyone's spirits. Through working 

together to complete a common goal, the village saw the power of 

their community. They are invigorated and already looking ahead to 

find other projects to improve their village.   

Thank you again for your contribution! A big vinaka vakalevu from Fiji. 

C A L E N D A R  S A L E S  C O N T R I B U T E  T O    
P E A C E  C O R P S  P R O J E C T S  

L E T T E R S  F R O M  C U R R E N T  V O L U N T E E R S   
Carmen Britton-Phillipines  I just celebrated one year at site on Tuesday. I'm a Children, Youth, and Family Sector volunteer, assigned at a Depart-

ment of Social Welfare and Development residential treatment facility for children with special needs and developmental disabilities who have been 

abandoned, abused, and or neglected (orphans). We are currently providing educational and residential services to 84 children, with six direct care 

staff on duty at one time. My counterpart and I have started a variety of projects at my center: working to improve the staff interaction with the chil-

dren; improving the health of the children (we've targeted 12 children in the center who require a feeding intervention to gain weight); to increase 

community involvement and awareness of my center (we are gated and secluded from the town itself) we applied and received a Small Projects As-

sistance Grant to conduct a Training of Trainers for HIV/AIDS Community Based Education three-day seminar. For the training, we brought in 21 local 

barangay health workers, midwives, and a teacher to participate in their first HIV/AIDS training seminar. The last day of the training involved the 21 

beneficiaries of the training taking their new knowledge into the local high school, working in small groups, facilitating interactive games, leading 

discussions, and participating in a poster contest. In all, a total of 104 youth from my rural high school benefited from the local health workers speak-

ing to them in Tagalog (their native language) and openly discussing sensitive topics (we are a very conservative community) as well as the basics on 

HIV/AIDS in the Philippines.  

My main project has been working with counterparts in my center to conduct basic developmental level assessments on the residents with more 

severe intellectual disabilities (getting a developmental age based on the student's current behavioral, communication, socialization and academic 

skills). Our goal is to assess all of the residents by the end of the year. I am currently working on a grant proposal to provide my center with more 

teaching and training materials, and hope by the end of my service (November 2012), my counterparts will be independently conducting the individu-

alized developmental level assessments and the house parents implementing the special education curriculum based on that information.  

 

Karen Smaha-Phillipines  I just arrived in July and have loved every bit of it since! Obviously, I don't have much to report yet. I will be team teaching 

English at an Elementary school in grades 4, 5 and 6. We were all able to attend the Peace Corps/USAID 50th anniversary event at Mall of Asia in 

Manila. It was awesome to get to be a part of it. Director Aaron Williams attended the event and then visited several sites. He was supposed to visit 

my school, but unfortunately, at the last minute, the day he was supposed to come was declared a National Holiday here and we didn't have classes. 

The exciting part is that they still brought him to our province for lunch and seven other volunteers and I got have lunch with him. It was a great ex-

perience!  



 

 

     The GBRPCV Newsletter is the official, semi-annual publication of the Greater Birmingham Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, which publishes articles and 
information on the groupõs activities and upcoming events.  Our goal is to publish interesting and useful content, as well as to encourage and assist Returned 
Peace Corps Volunteers in carrying out the third goal of the Peace Corps: òTo help promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part of the Ameri-
can people.ó   The newsletter will be posted online at www.gbrpcv.org at the time of publication. To receive paper copies, please send your name and address to 
the editor.  
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E D I T O R I A L  P O L I C Y  

www.gbrpcv.org  

     The GBRPCV Newsletter invites Peace Corps-related articles, information, feedback and ideas for articles. If you are interested in contributing to the next 
issue of the GBRPCV Newsletter, please submit material by e-mail to kjangus@charter.net and include your country and dates of service.  Although we are only 
able to respond to submissions that we publish, all are read and considered.  We reserve the right to choose or reject submissions based solely on our editorial 
judgment. 

L E T T E R S  F R O M  C U R R E N T  V O L U N T E E R S   ( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  3 )  
Britany Ferrellð Ghana  I teach Biology and Information and Communication Technology at a school in the Upper West Region of Ghana in a 

village called Eremon.  In addition I am the HIV/AIDS representative for all PCVs in the Upper West Region and  recently did a HIV/AIDS Peer 

Education Project training many of my students and Peace Corps Trainees to be able to educate others on risks and awareness associated with 

HIV/AIDS.  At my school I have started an HIV/AIDS Club, and Environment Club, and a Fine Arts Club. Another project of mine  is the construc-

tion of a multi-functional science laboratory at my school.  This will definitely be my most challenging project as it will be quite costly and require 

a lot of monitoring.  Currently there is no science facility in my village.  The PTA of my school will be contributing what they can towards this pro-

ject but I am still searching for additional funding. (ed. Note: GBRPCVs sent a donation to her for lab supplies)  My school is a boarding school 

and my house is right on campus near the dormitories.  Because of this, my students are always coming by my house for help with schoolwork, 

or to ògreet meó or to help me with various things.  Students here actually have a lot of responsibilities and chores to do along with their school 

work. All students are required to òfetch wateró for the various teachers and staff on campus and they are also required to òweedó and care for 

the appearance of the campus grounds.  Some students become a òspecial helperó for one of the teachers. I am lucky enough to have two 

òspecial helpersó, a 16 year old girl named Ruth and an 18 year old boy named Jeremiah.  Jeremiah is in his last year of senior high school and 

also was the òspecial helperó of the last PCV in my village. He is very polite and always willing to help with various errands or anything else I may 

need.  I have come to refer to Ruth as my òGhanaian Daughteró. I do not know what I would do without her. She comes to my house everyday 

and makes sure I have enough water and helps me with various chores around the house. Ruth and I do many other things together including 

experimenting with cooking òAmericanó foods, and watching American movies and TV shows. My village site is probably one of the farthest sites 

from the capital in Accra. I am only about 10 miles away from the border of Burkina Faso and I can easily ride my bicycle from my house down to 

the Black Volta River which separates Ghana and Burkina. But to go to Accra will take me at least 15 hours and the roads are not the best.  

Eremon has amazing views with the most beautiful sunrises and sunsets and at night I swear I can see every star in the sky! I love to take bike 

rides or walks to explore the surrounding area and enjoy the landscapes! I am lucky because Eremon usually has pretty stable electricity but we 

do not have running water, therefore, we fetch water from a nearby bore-hole. The Upper West is probably the driest and hottest region of 

Ghana. Last year it stopped raining in October and did not rain again until May.  I actually prefer the dry season to the wet because there are 

much fewer insects (especially mosquitoes-which is good since I have had malaria twice), it is a little cooler during the dry season, and also 

when I am washing my clothes, they will dry almost instantly!  The Upper West is also generally thought of as being a mostly Muslim area, but 

the district where I live; especially in Eremon is mostly Christian.  My school is completely boarding and consists of about 800 students from all 

over Ghana. The local language in my village is called Dagaare but you can also hear many other languages including Twi, Wale, Sissala, French, 

and luckily English.  English is also the official language of Ghana so I teach all of my classes in English. When people visit me, I often take them 

to one of the many crocodile ponds that Eremon is known for.  The crocodile is the òtotemó of the Eremon people and is sacred to them because 

of a traditional story that goes like this:  During the time of slavery, the local people were running from the slave catchers in order to be free. 

Around this area it is very dry and difficult to find water so the people were becoming very thirsty and were afraid they would not make it.  During 

one night when they began to think all hope was lost, suddenly they saw a crocodile walk by.  They decided to follow the crocodile in hopes it 

was going to its pond.  The crocodile led them to water and the people were able to drink and be free, so they always treat crocodiles in Eremon 

as very sacred creatures. Often I will go to the ponds and see children swimming in the ponds with crocodiles not so far from where they are 

playing, and somehow there is never any problem.  It is pretty amazing! 

 

Brittany with orphans                                                 at crocodile pond                                                 with blind women  

 

Ed. Note: GBRPCVs are contributing $75 to Britany for her science lab project. 



 

 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  
Watch for emails for more information 

March 3ð Map painting 

 

Late Aprilð Bon Voyage Party 

 

August ðElections and Lake party 
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M E M B E R S H I P  
To join or to renew your membership in 

GBRPCV or NPCA, you may do so online: 

www.peacecorpsconnect.org 

If you want to join GBRPCV only, send in 

the membership form from our website 

www.gbrpcv.org along with your check to 

GBRPCVs, P.O. Box 55924, Birmingham, 

AL  35255. 

Dear GBRPCVs,  

Tis the season for sending holiday wishes to friends and loved ones, and how could 

we let the year get by without sending our own from GBRPCVs to you and yours? For 

the Peace Corps community, as many of you know, the holidays can be a difficult 

time for both volunteers serving in the field and their loved ones at home. It may be 

helpful to remember that PCVs are making memories that will last them a lifetime. 

From my own experience, I will never forget the small mango tree in my neighborõs 

yard that we decorated for Christmas in the relentless heat, or how good the Ritz 

crackers and Cheese Whiz tasted as our òhors dõoeuvre plateó that year! Such are 

also moments shared amongst volunteers that keep us bonded to one another 

thoughout the years. On that note, please see the story on Dan Frederick (Thailand, 

64-65) who traveled to Hawaii in November and was able to reconnect with several 

RPCVs who served with him. In early December, Peace Corps Atlanta chose UABõs 

campus to host a ôFriends and Familyõ event to discuss the challenges that go along 

with saying goodbye to loved ones for 27 months. All in all, though your holiday ta-

ble may be a bit smaller this year, celebrations happening amongst volunteers and 

members of their host countries do indeed make this a better, brighter world for all 

of us. I wish you all peaceful holiday season, no matter where you are.  

 

Peace, 

Heather                 

 The beautiful 2012 international calen-

dars produced by the Wisconsin RPCV 

group are still available. Our profits from 

calendar sales go to charities: usually 

international relief organizations, Peace 

Corps Partnership Projects, particularly 

those of Alabama PCVs, etc. Countries 

featured in 2012 include Nepal, Vanu-

atu, Ukraine, Swaziland, Congo, Georgia; 

all countries where GBRPCVs have 

served.  Order them for your family, 

friends, teachers  and Peace Corps co-

workers.  Now only $7 each from 

hwhite@uab.edu. 

 

C A L E N DA R S  

 

P R E S I D E N TõS  L E T T E R   

N A T I O N A L  P E A C E  C O R P S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

The Katie Evans Memorial Scholarship provides funding for innovative, grassroots 

projects by outstanding graduate students or recent graduates working to promote 

international public health. Katie served in Bangladesh from 1999-2001, earned a 

masterõs degree in public health, which then took her to Romania and work as a 

project manager for an HIV/AIDS and Family Violence outreach program. Tragically, 

her life was cut short in a hiking accident. The scholarship was established in mem-

ory of her passion for and dedication to the causes Peace Corps serves. Applica-

tions for the 2012 scholarship are due by February 15, 2012. Please visit the KMF 

website for more information www.katiememorialfoundation.org. 

Peace Corps Response provides opportunities for returned Peace Corps Volunteers 

to undertake short-term, high impact assignments in various programs around the 

world. There are currently several positions lasting 4-12 months in every corner of 

the world and all skills.  See http://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm?shell=response  

For news, contests, jobs and other items of interest for rpcvs, check out  

www.peacecorpsconnect.org 

 

http://katiememorialfoundation.org/memorial_scholarship
http://www.katiememorialfoundation.org/
http://www.peacecorps.gov/index.cfm?shell=response

